
 

 

Descriptif d’enseignement / Course descriptions 
3ème année internationale / International undergraduate program 

Semestre 2 

 

Titre du cours - Course title 

Decision-making in the EU: a practical insight 

 

Type de cours : Conférence de méthode 

Langue du cours/Language of instruction : English 

 

Enseignant(s) – Professor(s) 

Marjolaine Blondeau 

Corporate public affairs advisor, Permanent representation of Denmark to the EU 

Contact : marjolaineblondeau@gmail.com 

 

Résumé du cours – Objectifs - Course description – Targets 

Main objectives of the course: 

- Provide a theoretical and practical understanding of the functioning of an international political system. 

- Experience how European institutions work in practice through simulations, including through different stages of the legislative 

cycle. 

- Become familiar with the role of non-institutional stakeholders in decision-making processes. 

 

Short background:  

The European Union (EU) is currently facing several major challenges, at the top of which are a rising Euroscepticism and the exit 

of one of its Member states. 

In this critical context, this course will help students get a better understanding of how the EU actually works using both a 

theoretical approach and practical examples, including simulations. 

 

The course will provide a first introduction to the complexity of European policy-making and EU policies. Students will learn how 

the European institutions work and decide in practice (with focus on the European Commission, the European Parliament, and the 

Council of the EU), discover the role and power of other non-institutional players, and get an understanding of how legislation is 

negotiated at European level. 

 

During the simulation exercises, students will actively take on different roles (Minister, Member of the European Parliament, 

lobbyist etc.) and simulate meetings, e.g in the European Parliament and in Council. They will learn to lead negotiations in a 

complex environment and will understand the impacts of bargaining and compromise-building on the policy-making process. 

 

 

Evaluation - Assessment 

- Oral participation in class and engagement in simulation exercises (40%). 

- Presentation of a European press review (30%). 

- Final report (30%): report on student’s strategy and preparation for the final simulation, based on personal research. 



 

 

Plan – Séances - Course outline 

Indicative course outline: 

Session 1: (2h) General introduction to the course / Introduction to the EU institutional triangle. 

 

Session 2: Theory (2h) The European Commission in the decision-making.  

 

Session 3: Theory (2h) The Council of the EU in the decision-making. 

 

Session 4: Theory (2h) The European Parliament in the decision-making. 

  

Session 5: Simulation (3h)  EU Parliament simulation: first reading of a directive and negotiation. 

 

Session 6: Theory (2h) Interest representation in the European arena. 

 

Session 7: Theory (2h) Lobbying simulation and introduction to the EU Council simulation. 

 

Session 8: Simulation (3h) EU Council simulation and course conclusions.  
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