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Résumé du cours — Objectifs - Course description — Targets

Main objectives of the course:
- Provide a theoretical and practical understanding of the functioning of the EU political system.

- Experience how European institutions work in practice through simulations, become familiar with the different stages of the
legislative cycle.

The European Union (EU) is currently facing several major challenges, at the top of which are a rising Euroscepticism and the exit
of one of its Member States.

In this critical context, this course will give students a comprehensive understanding of how the EU actually works through a
theoretical approach, practical examples and simulations.

The course will provide an introduction to the complexity of European decision-making and EU policies.

Students will learn how the European institutions work in practice (Commission, Parliament and Council), what other non-
institutional players exist, and how legislation is negotiated at European level.

During the simulation exercises, students will take on different roles (Minister,Member of the European Parliament, etc.) and
simulate meetings in the European Parliament and in the Council. They will learn to lead negotiations in a complex environment
and will understand the impacts of bargaining and compromise building on the policy-making process.

Evaluation - Assessment

- Participation in class and simulation exercises (30%).
- Presentation of a European press review (30%).

- Final report (40%): explaining how the student understood the issue and built her/his negotiation strategy, based on research
done to prepare the simulations cases.

Plan — Séances - Course outline

Sessionl: Introduction (2h) General introduction to the course
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Objectives, practical organisation, evaluation, etc.
Introduction to the EU institutional triangle: general presentation of the EU decision-making process
Introduction to the EU political context

Session 2: Theory (2h) The European Commission in the decision-making : role & objectives

Session 3: Theory (2h) The European Council in the decision-making: role, rules of the game,

negotiation and bargaining

Session 4: Theory (2h) The European Parliament in the decision-making: political parties at stake and a practical insight from
Committee meetings to the Plenary session

Session 5: Simulation (2h) EU Parliament simulation: first reading of a directive and negotiation.

Session 6: Theory (2h) Policy-making and interest representation in the European arena

Policy process and non-institutional actors: from agenda-setting and policy preparation to adoption and implementation. Interest
representation in the EU.

Session 7: Theory (2h) Preparation of the EU Council simulation exercise: introduction to the legislation to be negotiated, how to
read a directive, key issues at stake, general negotiation tips and lobbying, tips on how and where to look for information to
prepare the simulation.

Session 8: Simulation (2h) EU Council simulation

Session 9: Conclusion (2h) Evaluation and concluding remarks
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